




38 - Wisconsin Police Journal	 January, 2010	

�7

Stachula’s dedication to Special Olympics began 
nearly 10 years ago. “I was talked into running 
numerous miles on the way up to Stevens Point for 
this thing called the LETR,” he said, explaining 
that a veteran officer from the department orga-
nized the event and recruited new officers, like him, 
to participate. 

Nine years later, Nick is now the experienced officer 
convincing rookies to sign up.  “After that first year 
participating in the LETR, I was moved and under-
stood why we are involved in the LETR,” he said. 
“When you see the facial expressions of the athletes 
as the police officers arrive at each leg, you know 
deep down inside why you are a part of the LETR.”

This year, Stachula joined more than 1,000 law 
enforcement officials and Special Olympics staff 
from around the world at the 26th annual Interna-
tional LETR Conference. The group returned home 
with three highly-respected awards and a handful of 
fundraising ideas. 

For the 6th consecutive year, Wisconsin’s LETR 
earned the prestigious Diamond Level of Excel-
lence Award for raising $1 million, as well as a 
1st place award for having the Largest Increase in 
Gross Revenue, a whopping $299,297.57 increase 
from last year. 

Special Olympics Director of Development Julie 
Buedding, attributed this achievement to the  
collaboration with law enforcement officials,  
“This is a team effort and everyone plays an 
important role in our success. Wisconsin’s LETR 
continues to grow because of all of the wonderful 
law enforcement officers and organizations, like 
WPPA, who support our athletes.”

“It’s our darn Midwest work ethic!” said Officer  
Kurt Wege from the Town of Madison Police  

“The State of Wisconsin is looked at as a role model in the world of fundraising for 
Special Olympics,” said Nick Stachula, Police Training Officer for the West Allis Police 
Department after he attended the recent International Law Enforcement Torch Run® 
Conference in Connecticut this past November. 

Hard Work Pays Off for Special Olympics 
Wisconsin Law Enforcement Torch Run®

Wisconsin’s delegation 
at the International Law 
Enforcement Torch Run® 
Conference

Right: Martha Hill and Loretta Claiborne, the keynote speaker at the Conference; 
Claiborne holds honorary doctorate degrees from Quinnipiac University and Villanova 
University. She is the first person with an intellectual disability known to have been 
conferred with such academic distinctions.  

by Christina Harris
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The Polar Plunge is a unique opportunity 
for individuals, organizations, and busi-
nesses to support local Special Olympics 
athletes by jumping or running into the icy 
waters of Wisconsin. 

This year there are twelve Plunges 
statewide to choose from. If you’re too 
chicken to make the splash, you can still 
participate. Sign up as “Too chicken to 
Plunge” or show your support by making a 
pledge for a braver soul. 

Get your License to Chill and take 
the Plunge! Visit www.specialolympics 
wisconsin.org or find us on Facebook.

Muskego Polar Plunge
	 January 31, 2010
	 Muskego County Park 
Central Wisconsin Polar Plunge
	 February 6, 2010
	 Grand Rapids Lions Club 

Menomonie Elk Point Plunge
	 February 6, 2010
	 Elk Point Resort 
Oshkosh Polar Plunge
	 February 20, 2010
	 Menominee Park 
Madison Polar Plunge
	 February 20, 2010
	 Olin Turville Park 
Whitewater Polar Plunge
	 February 20, 2010
	 Cravath Lakefront Park 
Wausau Polar Plunge
	 February 27, 2010
	 Sunnyvale Man Made Park 
Green Bay Polar Plunge
	 February 27, 2010
	 The Watering Hole 
Pleasant Prairie Polar Plunge
	 February 27, 2010
	 Lake Andrea Rec Plex 
Eau Claire Polar Plunge
	 February 28, 2010
	 Half Moon Beach in Carson Park 

Coulee Region Polar Plunge
	 March 6, 2010
	 Pettibone Beach 
Milwaukee Polar Plunge
	 March 6, 2010
	 Bradford Beach

Department when asked what contributed to Wisconsin’s suc-
cess. “Our officers seem to become emotionally invested in events 
they participate in and help organize.  When we begin taking owner-
ship in events, we will do anything to see that it’s a success.”  

With the challenging economic climate this past year, officers admitted 
raising money required some creative-thinking and persistence. 

“Realizing money is tight for nearly everyone, attempts were made 
to get more people involved at lower dollar levels,” said Offi-
cer Kurt Wege. “In our area, we’re also seeing an increase in new  
donors, such as high schools, which helped boost donation figures.”

Stachula added, “I think the great results in this economy resulted 
from two components; the hard work of the Special Olympics staff 
that work countless hours and are constantly brainstorming for new 
ideas and the great citizens of Wisconsin, who donate their time and 
money to a cause that they know needs to be addressed.” 

In addition, Special Olympics Wisconsin’s program had the Fifth 
Highest Grossing Program internationally, raising $1,852,998.59. 

“I was shocked to hear that we were in the top five in the world. I 
was even more surprised that the total raised was over 1.8 million 

dollars,” said Stachula. According to Stachula, the awards were just 
one component that reignited the officer’s dedication to the LETR 
Committee and the athletes. 

“It was absolutely amazing to watch Special Olympics athletes 
from Connecticut confidently speak to a group of that magnitude 
and entertain while doing it,” said Wege. “At that point I realized 
Special Olympics isn’t just about sports it’s also about encourage-
ment and producing confident citizens.”

Martha Hill, Special Olympics Athlete, Athlete Input Council 
Member and Law Enforcement Torch Run® Committee member 
said, “It’s important for the other members of the Committee to 
hear an athlete’s perspective. It’s also important for the Committee 
to realize how important what they do is for all the athletes.”

The Law Enforcement Torch Run® for Special Olympics Wisconsin 
is definitely a top-notch success in the eye of many around the 
world including Wisconsin’s 10,000 athletes who consider the 
states 1,000 LETR officers’ absolute heroes. 

“Overall, listening to the athletes and their families speak had to 
be one of my favorite parts,” Stachula said. “One word can sum up 
what I took away from the presentations...MOTIVATION.”

Take the Plunge!



Wisconsin Professional Police Association

Light Denim Heavyweight Long-Sleeve Shirt
WPPA Embroidered Emblem (while supplies last)
Adult M $35 Adult XXL $38

Fleece Vest
Gray with WPPA Embroidered in Black
Adult M, L, XL $24    Adult XXL $27     Adult XXXL $29

T-Shirt
White with Navy Lettering, Black with Gold Lettering
Adult M, L, XL $11    Adult XXL $13

Hooded Sweatshirt
Gray with Navy Lettering (WPPA)
Adult M, L, XL $23    Adult XXL $25

Replica of a Ford Crown Victoria Police Squad Car  
$25.00   by Gearbox® Toys and Collectibles. 
Cars include rubber tires; a detailed engine, interior 
and undercarriage; workable doors, hood and trunk; 
over 60 parts; die-cast metal; poseable wheels; authen-
tic graphics; and sequential identification numbering.

Red Athletic Bag with Water Bottle $14.00
Travel Wallet with WPPA Embossed Emblem $14.00
Includes small atlas, pad of paper, pen, and place for 
credit cards/cash.

Right: WPPA Thermos with 
case (16oz.) $15.00

Below: WPPA USB Stick  
with 512 MB memory $15.00



M E R C H A N D I S E  O R D E R  F O R M
Quantity Description Size Price Each Total

Enclose check or money order for the full amount. Sales tax and shipping are included.     TOTAL   $_________________

Mail to:
WPPA
660 John Nolen Dr., Suite 300, Madison, WI 53713

Please provide your daytime phone, in case we have a question, and your  
full address for proper delivery. Allow four weeks for delivery. All prices 
and design are subject to change without notice.

Above: Perfect Time Travel Alarm Clock $16
Gun metal with black imprint, “WPPA Since 
1932.” Includes batteries and travel pouch.

Right: Zippered Portfolio, with WPPA Embossed Emblem
Small 9x7 $14; Large 10x13 $23

Leather Calendar Cover, with WPPA Embossed Emblem $10
WPPA Patch $3

Below:
Roadmate Auto Set $12
Includes tire pressure gage, flashlight, and pen in case.

Sold to:

Name______________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________ STATE _______ ZIP_________________

Daytime Phone_____________________________________________________________________

Ship to:  (if different from “sold to”)

Name______________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________ STATE _______ ZIP_________________



WPPA WISCONSIN PROFESSIONAL POLICE ASSOCIATION
340 Coyier Lane   Madison, WI 53713

800-362-8838

WPPA
CASTS A
GIANT SHADOW

Professional 
Representation

It’s hard to get better than the best.

WISCONSIN PROFESSIONAL POLICE ASSOCIATION
660 John Nolen Drive · Suite 300 · Madison, WI 53713

800-362-8838


